
SIERRA COUNTY WATERWORKS (CALPINE) – DISTRICT #1 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, April 8, 2026 

 
Directors in Attendance: Lindsey Hamilton, JoAnn Chesney, Bruce Troedson 
 
Public in Attendance: Dean Marsh 
 
Call to Order: 6:00pm 
 

Meeting Minutes of March 11, 2026;  Approved  

NEW BUSINESS:  N/A 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. HANSFORD CONSULTING/FUNDING APPS PROGRESS & OTHER: New Tank; Catherine has submitted 
the application for an additional loan with USDA.  SRF Well and Treatment Grant; The Final Budget 
Approval (FBA) has been submitted 

2. ENGINEER’S REPORT: New Well and Treatment Plant; Sauer’s Engineering Contract; The updated 
Agreement was reviewed by the Board.  It was moved and seconded to accept and sign the 
Agreement.  Well, Treatment Plant and Pipeline Project Bidding/Consider Award;  The bid opening 
was held on March 12, 2026.  A total of 9 bids were received ranging from a low of $3,539,573 to a 
high of $4,628,028.  The Board reviewed a summary showing a comparison of the bids.  The low 
bidder was Lorange Brothers based out of Colfax.  The Contractor meets all DIR requirements . Dean 
has had positive experiences working with them on past projects.  It was moved and seconded to 
issue a notice of award to Lorange Brothers contingent upon receipt of the time extension 
amendment and bridge loan approval letter from SWRCB.  SRF Grant Funding Coordination; The 
application for the Final Budget Approval and Time Extension Amendments have been submitted to 
the State.  The FBA incorporates the additional costs from the bids and necessary bridge loan.  The 
original Funding Agreement total funding amount was $3,722,400.  Treatment Plant; Dean discussed 
the technology of arsenic/iron removal for the new plant. The goal is to try to avoid absorbic 
medium, currently used at Well #2.  Iron-based media helps remove arsenic.  C02 will be used for PH 
adjustment, safer and cheaper than acid.  Construction; Dean recommended the District hire 
someone to monitor construction, particularly during the underground phase and to assure residents 
have access.  The hydrologist that drilled the test well will be present to monitor drilling and well 
construction.  Ideally, drilling should be conducted continually, on a 24 hour basis.  The District will 
keep residents informed as to what they can expect. 
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3. WATER OPERATORS REPORT: 



a. Upcoming Samples; The routine distribution system will collect samples of total coliform, 
arsenic from Well #1 and #2 and post -filter arsenic.  PFAS samples will be collected this 
month. 

b. System Operation; Operating as designed.  

c.  Usage and Leak Reports; Reviewed.  No overuse was noted.  Some residential leaks had been 
repaired by owners, following notification. 

d.  Production; March, 2026 – 486,902(gal); 3-Year Average for March – 398,567(gal); Difference 
–  19% increase   Water loss through the system was 14%. 

                                                                

ADMINISTRATIVE/ MAINTENANCE -  ACTION AND DISCUSSION:  N/A 
                                                                                    

CORRESPONDENCE – ACTION &  DISCUSSION: N/A 
 
BUDGET/ FINANCIAL UPDATE:  Reviewed;  Ending balance – March 1 – 31, 2026; $537,292.59.  
 July 1,2025 – March 31, 2026 Fiscal Year to Date Profit and loss statement was provided to the Board. 
A check in the amount of $30,882 from the State was deposited into the Distric’ts account.  The check is 
reimbursement for soft costs related to the Well and Treatment Plant Grant. 
 
 Invoices approved:   
 
Mountain Water Management and Services   Inv #1397                          $         1,881.50 a/c #7012 
Janet Drummond   Secretary Duties 3/10/26– 4/8/26                                             411.34 a/c #7012 
WetLab   Inv #26030464                                                                                                  285.70 a/c #7012 
Sauers Engineering   Inv #13772                                                                                4,045.86 a/c #5165 
“”””””””””””””””””   Inv #13793                                                                                1,295.00 a/c # 5165 
“”””””””””””””””””   Inv #13794                                                                              4,6000.86 a/c #5165 
Melody Strong Bookkeeping   Inv #271                                                                         76.60 a/c #7012 
Hansford Economic Consulting LLC   Inv #937                                                         1,365.00 a/c #5165 
“”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””    Inv #947                                                         3,830.00 a/c #5165 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  7:20pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Drummond, Secretary            

 Janet Drummond                                         
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